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Like a wedding or engagement ring, baptism is an outward symbol of an inner commitment. 
It’s a symbol of cleansing (Acts 3:19 & 1 John 1:7 ) as well as a symbol of burial & resurrec-
tion to new life (Romans 6:3-4 & Colossians 2:12 ). 
Baptism is for believers. 

"Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church – about three thousand in 

all."  

~ Acts 2:41 (NLT)  

"But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News of the kingdom of God and the name 

of  

Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women."  

~ Acts 8:12 (NIV)  

Baptism is a symbol of our commitment to Christ, like a wedding or engagement ring.  
Baptism does not save you. 
In Luke 23:40-43, Jesus tells the thief hanging on the cross beside him, "Today you will be 
with me in paradise." There was no opportunity for a baptism there.  
 
And in Acts 10:44 -48 the household of Cornelius first receives the gift of salvation – the 
Holy Spirit – and then is baptized.  
 
Also, in 1 Corinthians 1:17 Paul says his mission is to preach the gospel, but not to baptize 
anyone. If baptism were the means to access salvation, this would be an odd statement to 
make for someone who wanted to win converts for Christ.  
 
No, it’s not our baptism, but our faith that appropriates God’s saving grace in our lives 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Just like the wedding ring – wearing one doesn’t make you married, but 
shows that you already have been.  
#4) WHY WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO BE ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS  
Why choose a church home and get involved?�  

To let the church know where you stand.  



Church is not a spectator sport. It’s an active, alive community that promotes growth 
through learning, connecting with God, giving of our time, resources and talents, shar-
ing our faith and building friendships with other believers. At KCC we are not inter-
ested in performing for an audience (our audience is God) but seeing life change in a 
community.  

To let you know where you stand.  
We often don’t realize the benefit of becoming involved in something until we become 
an active participant of it. There is something to be said for the satisfaction we feel 
when we get involved, work alongside other believers and know that we make a dif-
ference in this world through our efforts.  

To let others know where you stand.  
Many have given sacrificially of themselves to plant, establish and keep KCC going 
day by day. Nothing is more exciting than seeing new participants join us each week 
as we set out to reach the city of Peterborough . Singularly we can’t do much, but as 
a team our efforts create something great!  

To put it strongly<  
"Church attendance is infected with a malaise of conditional loyalty which has produced an 
army of ecclesiastical hitchhikers. The hitchhiker's thumb says, 'You buy the car, pay for re-
pairs and upkeep and insurance, fill the car with gas - and I'll ride with you. But if you have 
an accident, you are on your own! And I'll probably sue.' So it is with the credo of so many of 
today's church attenders: 'You go to the meetings and serve on the boards and committees, 
you grapple with the issues and do the work of the church and pay the bills - and I'll come 
along for the ride. But if things do not suit me, I'll criticize and complain and probably bail out 
- my thumb is always out for a better ride.'"  
~ Kent Hughes, as quoted in Christianity Today, May '92 

 


